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What is a Pandemic?
Key Features

A flu (influenza) pandemic is a worldwide outbreak of a
new flu virus

Most people will not be protected (immune) from it

A very bad flu pandemic will make people sick and many
may die (1918 50 million deaths worldwide)

Can not predict timing

There is no flu pandemic now

A severe pandemic will affect businesses and disrupt the
functioning of community

But people can plan now to protect themselves, their
families, and their businesses

The Pandemic Wave

1. Delay disease transmission and outbreak peak
2. Decompress peak burden on infrastructure
3. Diminish overall cases and health impacts

#1
-

Pandemic outbreak:
No intervention

Pandemic outbreak:
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Potential Tools in Our Toolbox

 Pandemic Vaccine — will
probably be unavailable during the
first wave of a pandemic

* The supply of antiviral
medications is limited

e |nfection control and social
distancing measures:

— Transmission Interventions
(Infection Contral)

— Contact Interventions
(Social Distancing)

Business Preparedness
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Pandemic Influenza Planning for
Businesses

Plan for the impact on organizations and
operations

Plan to protect people
Establish policies
Allocate resources
« Communicate to and educate people
» Coordinate plans, response, and recovery
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Stay in Business

For more information

World Health Organization

US Department of Health and Human Services
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Lisa M. Koonin, MN, MPH

Ms. Lisa Koonin serves as Chief of the Private and Public Partners Branch in the
Division of Partnerships and Strategic Alliances, National Center for Health Marketing, at
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In this role, she provides
leadership and coordination for partnerships with CDC and business, education,
healthcare, federal agencies, and faith-based and community organizations.

Ms Koonin also serves as Director for Business Partnerships for CDC and develops and
leads effective partnerships among businesses, business organizations, public and
private purchasers of health care, and others with CDC and public health. Ms. Koonin
provides direction for major initiatives linking public health agencies and the private
sector for improving community-level preparedness for public health emergencies. She
serves as CDC'’s Lead for Private Sector pandemic influenza planning and response.
Her team has produced checklists and tools for businesses, as well as for educational,
health care and faith and community-based organizations to use for pandemic influenza
planning and preparedness.

Ms. Koonin has been with CDC since 1987 and previously served as CDC’s Chief for
Reproductive Health Surveillance for 12 years. Prior to her employment with CDC, Ms.
Koonin spent 10 years in a variety of clinical and faculty nursing leadership positions.
Ms. Koonin is a Family Nurse Practitioner and Epidemiologist with a Master of Nursing
and a Master of Public Health degree from Emory University. Ms. Koonin actively serves
as a member of multiple committees both within CDC and for other organizations. She
participates in the White House Homeland Security Council’s Interagency Private Sector
Workgroup on Pandemic Influenza. Ms. Koonin has published approximately 50 papers
on a variety of health topics.



